Corruption in the Land Question and Protracted Conflict in Bungoma County, Kenya 1992-2019 by Simotwo, Cherotwei G & Ichani, Xavier F
International Affairs and Global Strategy                                                                                                                                          www.iiste.org 




Corruption in the Land Question and Protracted Conflict in 
Bungoma County, Kenya 1992-2019 
 
Cherotwei G Simotwo 1   Xavier F Ichani 2 
1. MA Student, School of Security, Diplomacy and Peace Studies, Kenyatta University 
2. Lecturer, Department of International Relations, Conflict and Strategic Studies, Kenyatta University 
 
Abstract 
Corruption is argued to be persistent and enduring matter of global concern. This article investigated corruption 
in the land question and protracted conflict in Bungoma County, Kenya 1992-2019. Corruption is defined in the 
form of bribery, land grabbing and privatization of public land. This study explored the dynamics of corruption 
and its influences on land distribution. It also examines how corruption is used in galvanizing intra-ethnic 
differentiation leading to protracted conflict on historical land injustice. Moreover, the study seeks to 
demonstrate how corruption has watered down peacebuilding initiatives in the aftermath of land-based conflict 
in Mount Elgon, Kenya. The study was anchored on a combination of greed versus grievance theoretical 
framework together with the theory of ethnic mobilization. The greed and grievance theory defines the problem 
of land grabbing as self-enrichment while ethnic mobilization theory explained the process by which political 
elites galvanize intra-ethnic differentiation leading to conflict between Soy and Mosop clans.  The study used a 
case study design to describe the characteristics and dynamics of corruption and its relation to land allocation 
and mobilization of members of the community into armed violence. The target population included residents of 
Mount Elgon constituency, politicians, members of the National Government Administrative Officers (NGAO), 
County government officials and the civil society.  Primary data was obtained from a non-partisan and gender 
sensitive samples of one hundred and thirty-seven respondents and twenty-four key informants.  The study found 
out that endemic corruption weaved with politics was a major hindrance to fair and transparent land allocation in 
the region. Moreover, women especially the widows and low income earners were the most disadvantaged in the 
process of land allocation. The study recommends an independent audit of the land dispensation to allow 
issuance to the deserving individuals. 
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Introduction 
Corruption and resource distribution remains a matter of global concern. In Africa, corruption is arguably 
persistent in the management of land resource and endemic in the Ministry of Lands. Due to industries 
disarticulation, many economies in Africa are agrarian and dependent on land as source of livelihood. This 
makes land an emotive factor of production and likely cause of conflict in the study area. This region witnessed 
land related conflict since 1992 pitting all the ethnic groups domiciled in the County. The epicenter of the 
conflict was in the Chepyuk settlement Scheme hived from Mount Elgon Forest in 1971. The scheme is still 
government forest and yet to be gazetted as farmlands. Gazetting of the scheme has severally been tabled to 
parliament by both the Ministry of Lands and Environment for deliberations. The consequence of the corrupt 
land distribution has had grave national and regional security. Because of corruption many cases of ethnic 
conflict were witnessed causing human sufferings through killings, displacement and internally displaced 
communities and refugees across international borders.  
This state of affairs underscores the greed among those in leadership who use their position to expropriate public 
lands particularly forest land and distribute to their cronies and themselves. It also defines the grievance from 
those among the communities in the area who felt they were deprived what is rightfully theirs. The problem 
further exemplifies the ethnic mobilization that follows the quest and competition for the land resource. 
Objectives of the Study 
The main objective of this study was to interrogate the relationship between corruption and protracted land-based 
conflict in Bungoma County (1992 – 2019). The research project sought to explore the following specific 
objectives: 
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1.  To ascertain the perspectives of the members of the Sabaot community in regards to the nexus 
between corruption and protracted land dispute in Bungoma County, 1992-2019. 
2. To explore how corruption influences the process of land allocation and distribution in 
Bungoma County, 1992-2019. 
3. To examine how political corruption has interfered with the peacebuilding initiatives in the 
protracted land-based conflict in Bungoma County, 1992-2019. 
Research Questions 
This research aimed at answering the following questions: 
3.1 What are the community perspectives on the nexus between corruption and protracted land dispute 
in Bungoma County, 1992-2019? 
3.2 How has corruption influenced the process of land allocation and distribution in Bungoma County, 
1992-2019? 
3.3 In what ways has corruption inhibited the peacebuilding initiatives to resolve the protracted land-
based conflict in Bungoma County, 1992-2019?  
Methodology 
The study used both qualitative and quantitative method ideal for case studies and descriptive surveys Kothari 
(2003) Kothari (2011), Nachmias and Nachmias, (1996).  With case study design, the researcher studied the rife 
corruption in the land question from 1992 to 2019. This period was chosen because case studies require long 
period of time to undertake. As such the study focused a period of three decades. Descriptive survey was 
insightful in describing momentous events so as to ensure achievement of in-depth analysis. The themes 
described include perception of community on the land question, the nexus between corruption and land 
allocation as well as the effect of corruption on peacebuilding activities in the region. Exploratory and 
descriptive methods helped to reveal the corrupt deals and tendencies undertaken under cover of darkness 
because of the shame associated with it. Although qualitative approach is widely used in the study, the use of 
basic quantitative evidence was purposive to augment qualitative analysis.  
The study was undertaken in Bungoma County with Mount Elgon constituency as the unit of analysis. Mt Elgon 
Constituency has two Deputy County Commissioners heading two sub Counties of Cheptais and Mt Elgon for 
the purpose of National Government Coordination. As far as County Government is concern, it is one Sub 
County (Mt Elgon Sub County) with six Wards.  
The study area is located on the south eastern slopes of Mount Elgon. It has a population of approximately 
172,379 people. The Sub-County occupies an area of 944 km2. Even though Kapsokwony is the sub-County 
headquarters, Cheptais town is the economic heart of the Sub- County. It is also the gateway to Chwele, the 
largest open-air market in Bungoma County. The area is predominantly occupied by four Sabaot clans: the Bok, 
Someek, Koony and the Mosopisyeek (also called the Ogiek/Ndorobo). The Bok, Someek and Koony settled on 
the lower slopes and are cumulatively called Soy. They are mainly agro-pastoralists and make up 80 percent of 
the Sabaot, while the Ogiek/Ndorobo sometimes called Mosop, who are mainly hunters and gatherers, account 
for the remaining 20 percent. Other communities living in Mount Elgon Sub-county are the Bukusu and the 
Iteso. Though relative peace prevailed after the intervention by the military, the community and the government 
are yet to resolve the root cause of the conflict and finalize the process of land allocation due to corruption in the 
land distribution. 
Literature Review 
A lot of literature on corruption is abound. Land corruption in particular remains emotive and needs immediate 
attention. Corruption and the land problem in Mount Elgon can be traced to 1971. The process was marred with 
corruption leading to discontent and violence which broke out in 2006. The violence spread in the whole County 
pitting the Sabaot and the Ogiek/ndorobo over a strongly contested land adjudication programme that had 
dragged over four decades.  
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Transparency International argues that where land governance is inefficient, corruption levels are often high 
(Transparency International, 2011).In general, the sleaze remains monumental in the global South compared to 
the global North. For, Central America, Ruhl (2011) contends that corruption is widespread and reported daily 
on newspapers. He argues that corruption transverses from Panama to Guatemala where there are regular reports 
on bribery and embezzlement scandals involving senior public officials.  
With globalization, new trend complicates land governance structure and the existing corruption in the land 
sector (Saturnino M. Borras Jr., et al, 2011). The scramble for land by the multinational has been equated to new 
colonialization although without force but through corruption. Though multinational corporations are not 
involved in the context of Bungoma County, the jostling an interest of different groupings on the land allocation 
can be likened to scramble to resource.  
Rose-Ackerman, Susan and Plifka (2016) argues that corruption pervades all spheres of life. Corruption can be 
categorized as bribery, extortion, and exchange of favours, nepotism, cronyism, judicial fraud, accounting fraud, 
electoral fraud as major forms of corruption Rose-Ackerman, & Bonnie (2016). Political sycophants of 
influential powerful politicians have also been allocated land (Ndungu Land Report, 2004). Some of these 
sycophants are well known in the region.  
Margit (2010) delves into the moral component of the individuals arguing that it is a phenomenon that involves 
personal commitment. Blundo et al (2006) presents a gloomy picture for Africa in as far as corruption is 
concerned. Kibwana, Wanjala, and Owiti, (1996) identify various dimensions of corruptions to include political 
corruption, sociological and economic corruption in land registries and procurement. Transparency international 
corruption perception index (CPI) 2019 ranks Kenya at number 137 out of 198 of the most corrupt countries. On 
the state of corruption in Africa, Hope (2000) contends that, so pervasive is the phenomenon of corruption in the 
region that it has been labelled the ‘AIDS’ of democracy which is destroying the future and fundamental fabric 
of many societies. Boone (2012) highlights the role corruption play in determining who gets what in regard to 
land distribution. 
What in Kenya is usually called the "land question" has been dominated by the inequalities of white settler land 
confiscation, Robert (2012). By 1914 nearly five million acres of land had been transferred, and by independence 
in 1963 over seven million acres. Kenya’s land governance system therefore from the onset was never meant to 
be inclusionary and equitable according to Klopp & Odenda (2017).  Chepyuk land scheme was hived from 
Mount Elgon Forest for settlement. The State being the custodian of these lands used their position to dish out to 
cronies through the Lands officers, Provincial Administration and Members of Parliament. The allocation is 
claimed to have been corruptly managed and the process went out of control leading to the conflict. No politician 
was ready to listen to the complaints of those who protested or questioned. 
Anassi (2004) points at how corruption permeated the land system in Kenya from colonial to post-colonial 
period. Owing to the fact that corruption in land matters is at the very core of insecurity and conflict, Kenya is 
still struggling with the problem of corruption in land registries. Corruption on the land question in Mount Elgon 
is monumental in terms of proliferating conflict and by extension security. It is against this backdrop that the 
intended study delved into the implications of corruption in the land question and protracted conflict (1992-
2019) with a view to recommendation of possible solution.  Note that the land question is still pending in 
Parliament and the people of Mount Elgon will have to wait a little longer before Chepyuk land issue is resolved. 
This state of limbo creates a state of uneasiness among the population creating tension and state of negative 
peace.  
Theoretical Framework  
There are several theories that can be used to describe, explain, predict and prescribe appropriate contents of 
corruption in land resource distribution and conflict in Bungoma County. The most relevant theories chosen for 
this study were grievance versus greed theory as was postulated by Paul Collier and Anke Hoeffler (2000) and 
the Ethnic Mobilization Theory as advanced by Peter Vermeersch, (2012). The two have been chosen because of 
their analytical tools in explaining corruption and societal relations. The two theories supplemented each other to 
explain the existing nexus between Corruption, land distribution and protracted conflict in Bungoma County. 
Undoubtedly, the two frameworks explain the interrelationships between and among the three variables. While 
Corruption reinforces biased land distribution and creating ethnic hostility, conflict is often times spurred by 
greed and grievances leading to protracted conflict. 
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While it is true that scholars like Romborah (2008) and Wachira, Muluka & Wepundi, (2010) have recognized 
that the conflict in Mount Elgon was largely out of competition for the dwindling resources, it is also the 
contention of this study that quite in a higher view, the greed and the ensuing corruption in the distribution and 
allocation of land played a critical role in the protracted conflict. Karuti Kanyinga et al (2008) further reinforce 
by painting a picture of raw corruption and land grabbing menace by those in leadership.  
The study's second theory is ethnic mobilization (Wolff 2007), Rogers Brubaker and David Laitin (1998), 
(Habyarimana 2008). The theory of ethnic mobilization can be distinguished in four different theoretical 
perspectives Vermeersch, (2012), Fearon (2004), Michael Hechter (1975) which uses economic viewpoint to 
argue that the primary cause of ethnic mobilization lies in the nexus of ethnic union and relative deprivation, 
Langer, (2005), Barth, (1994).Ethnic solidarity according to Olzak (1983) is the conscious identification with a 
certain ethnic populace and embraces strong ethnic collaboration systems and organizations. The study therefore 
conceptualised that in Mount Elgon protracted land conflict is depended on corruption, ethnicity and politics.  
History of Corruption in the Land Question and Protracted Conflict in Bungoma County 
Kenya's land history is dotted with mischiefs, greed and corruption. The land policy it is argued have revolved 
around debates on whose rights are to be recognized by the State. The subject on corruption and land matters 
continue to raise fundamental question of the legitimacy of past land allocations. In many political and electoral 
cycles, the matter of land and corruption has been argued as emotive and hot potato. Many scholars on land and 
conflict have concentrated on scarcity leaving the problem of corruption and biasness undiscussed. Corruption is 
an eclectic term and intangible; it is also shameful and hence difficult to concretise.  
The genesis of land conflict in Bungoma County can be traced back colonial period when the Ogiek/Ndorobos 
were allocated land for crop farming down slopes from their native land holding at Chepkitale up the Moreland 
of Mount Elgon. (Land Ordinance No. XXVIII of 1938).  It is argued that the then British District 
Commissioner, one Mr. Clay, discussed this proposal with the Ogiek community. The Ogiek refused as they 
wanted to continue with sheep and cattle keeping up the Mountain. The programme was thus shelved. After 
Kenya’s independence the new independence leadership actualized plan by moving the Ogieke community to 
Chepyuk settlement scheme in 1971.  
The relocation of the Ogiek to Chepyuk settlement scheme did not augur well with the Soy community already 
living in the scheme. Soon a land conflict pitting the two Sabaot clans (Soy) versus the Ogiek (mosop) erupted. 
The bone of contestation was that the pastoral Ogiek had been moved from their ancestral lands of Chepkitale to 
Chepyuk bringing in competition over agricultural land in the scheme. This resonates with what Kanogo (1987) 
indicated about the settlers’ alienation of local lands in the white highlands of Central Kenya. This situation led 
to conflict between the colonialists and locals in Central Kenya creating the squatter phenomenon in Kenya. This 
action had ripple effects in the Rift valley including Mount Elgon region of Trans Nzoia.  
Even then, the settlement process is argued to have been marred with corruption leading to protests. Cases of 
underhand dealings by the District Commissioners and District Officers was rampant. Police and civil servants 
who had no idea of where Chepyuk settlement is were allocated lands dispossessing the deserving cases. In 
trying to resolve the matter, memoranda to the national government were made albeit with no success 
(Proceedings of TJRC Report 2011). The bureaucracy at the Kenya’s Ministry of Lands could not allow a 
smooth and transparent land allocation to be implemented. 
This dissatisfaction continued until 1989 when the government interceded. The idea was to correct the 
disorganized Chepyuk Settlement scheme. Mr Francis Lekolool the Provincial Commissioner Western Province 
at that time is said to have been concerned about the inequitable distribution of the lands and wanted to address 
but was deployed to other station.  
According to Human Rights Watch, (2008), the transfer of Mr Lekolool gave way to the process of land 
distribution being handled by the District Commissioners and District Officers. These Officers are accused to 
have corruptly sold the land to underserving individuals. The entire exercise of land allocation was therefore 
skewed as a result of corrupt officials. Both the first and second phases of Chepyuk Settlement Scheme are said 
to have been seriously corrupted. Many people, especially several former local politicians and leaders ended up 
with more than two plots of land than others leaving the deserving cases. 
Local Non-Governmental Organization claim that there were two people being allocated one plot. This led to 
conflict after the land surveyors not cross checking their records or intentionally doing it for kickbacks. Cases of 
International Affairs and Global Strategy                                                                                                                                          www.iiste.org 




same person having several plots using same name or presenting their names in different constructs are also 
reported. Also, children of school-going age were allocated land using the identity numbers of other people or 
the dead are reported. 
Because of poor land management and alleged corruption, it sowed the first seeds of what has contributed to the 
land conflict. In the first instance, it is argued that the initiative showed signs of insincerity on the part of local 
leaders behind the initiative. Romborah (2008), Muluka, Wepundi, Wabira, (2012) have pointed that the 
relocation of Ndorobo from Chepkitale to Chepyuk scheme created heated debate among the Ndorobo 
themselves. Consequently, Daniel Moss who was then the Member of Parliament had his way and the Ndorobo 
community was ultimately moved to Chepyuk in 1971.  
According to Wachira, Muluka, Wepundi, (2010) it is the member of parliament of Mount Elgon that asked for 
this land for own hidden political and economic agenda. The quest for land was initiated by the then Member of 
Parliament, the late Daniel Moss. In asking for the land from Mzee Kenyatta, Moss said that there was need to 
move the /Ndorobo to more hospitable and agrarian land. Politically, the Kony/Sabaot leaders it is argued had 
made mathematics and wanted to increase the number of voters in Chepyuk which happens in an area called 
Chelebei which is dominated by Bukusu and Iteso communities.  
Lynch (2011) associated inter-and intra-communal violence in Mount Elgon on ethnic identity, political 
competition and underdevelopment. Bone (2012) explores the question of land and politics and in particular 
indigenous lands versus White settlers' land rights during colonial period. He identifies the settler matter as one 
dimension of this struggle over the distribution of land. Simmons (2004) underscores the place of political 
corruption in catalyzing protracted conflict. Latest in this question is the submission of the agenda to Kenya’s 
Parliament to allow for excision of part of the Mount Elgon Forest to allow settlement and the political power 
play that goes with it. Anassi (2004) asserts that the largest number of cases in Kenyan courts are land cases, 
where the Land Boards, Surveyors, Politicians contributed substantively. 
Palaniswamy & Krishnan (2012) argues that the power of the dominant distorts resource distribution especially 
when they are corrupt. Heidenheimer (1970) avers that public office-centered definitions of corruption revolve 
around the violation of the public trust placed in the official. Manji (2012 avers that a Commission of Inquiry to 
look into the whole question of land corruption in Kenya was established which exposed how public lands 
including forests were dished out to those in power.  
Africa Centre for Open Governance (Africog) 2009 in their June Report argued that the implementation of the 
Ndung’u Land Commission report remained largely unimplemented and corrupt dealings in public land 
continue. Lynch (2006) demonstrates the role of politics in Land distribution in Kenya. Using the Sengwer 
community case in Trans-Nzoia, Lynch argues that by the end of 1996, most of the plots had been allocated, but 
not to Sengwer but to civil servants and politicians. Tracing the history of land allocation and distribution during 
and after independence, Medard (2010), argues that land ownership in the white highlands was partially 
transferred to Africans after independence, with only marginal measures of broader land redistribution to deter 
claims coming from squatters.  
The nexus between corruption and land control has been widely discussed in Kenya. This phenomenon extended 
to post Independence Kenya with the issue of land ownership emerging as a major source of disquiet because 
most armed violence in Kenya is associated with land conflict. It is argued that generally corruption is leading in 
depriving the poor of their lands. 
Working Group (2014) paints a grave picture of how government officials manipulate the governance structures 
for personal gains. That the systems of governance are weaved like a web of networks for the purpose of 
extortions and self-aggrandisement thereby creating disillusionments and creating tension and fuel conflicts. 
Romborah (2008) views the Mount Elgon conflict from the land scarcity perspective of resources accessibility 
theory, which considers competition between groups for access and control over limited resources as an 
important motivating factor for the conflict. However political power play and corruption in the whole setting 
needs to be debunked. 
Olarinmoye (2008) underscores the role of corruption and politics in shaping and determining the future of any 
state and the control of resources particularly land. Rosser (2006) delved on matters political corruption and 
theorized that scholars should be asking what political and social factors enable some resource abundant 
countries to utilize their natural resources to promote development and prevent other resource abundant countries 
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from doing the same. In this regard, Rosser was asking the nexus between politics and resource distribution and 
by extension allocation. 
Inge (2019) avers that corruption is an interrelated process that often destroys economies and democracies. He 
advances extractive political corruption where political power-holders are enriching themselves by abusing their 
hold on power to benefit from public and private resources. This process helps to interrogate the breadth and 
depth of corruption. One is thus justified to argue that the Mount Elgon politicians may have used the land 
resource for their enrichment. Such kind of corruption may include bribery, embezzlement, and fraud for the 
benefit of individual power-holders and for the regime.  
To Transparency International (2009) corruption is extremely hard to document and effectively prosecute. 
National chapters of Transparency International across the globe rank the problem of land and corruption as one 
of the top three issues that citizens have consulted them on through their advocacy and legal advice centres. 
Regardless of the form, corruption in land rights of individuals and communities are violated. 
With regard to how corruption has influenced the process of land allocation and distribution in Mount Elgon, 
Muluka, Wepundi, & Wabira, K (2012) avers that in 1970 the elders were involved in the distribution of 
Chepyuk Settlement Forest who agreed not to sell. The problem however was that it was not transparent as 
corruption sored the distribution of land. This delayed until 1989 when it was annulled yet again because of 
corruption. It dragged on for over fifty years without being concluded. It was claimed rampant and endemic 
corruption in the process was witnessed. It is alleged that it was the beginning of corruption yet again.  
Peace-building initiatives in post-conflict and conflict-prone societies have an equally constructive record in 
terms of promoting stability Newman, (2011). Indeed, after the Kenya Defence Forces had ensured that the 
Sabaot Land Defence Forces guns had been silenced, it was significant that post conflict peacebuilding 
initiatives are undertaken. During post conflict peacebuilding, some actors prefer to focus on meeting human 
needs while avoiding peacebuilding processes that deal with corruption issues. Other actors’ issue like arms 
trade or ethnic rivalry are overlooked.   
Through peacebuilding and reconciliation, it empowers people to improve and come out of the stigma of war 
(Donais 2014). It has to help develop constructive relationships amongst the contesting parties to the 
conflict.Peacebuilding is an analytical and strategic framework for promoting sustainable peace in societies 
engaged in, emerging from or potentially entering violent conflict Bleiker, Christoph, & Marc Krupanski, 
(2012).   
Waldman (2009) avers that communities that have gone through conflicts tend to require different methods and 
needs to bring them back to normalcy. This calls for a whole of nation approach by incorporating the civil 
society, youth, donors and well-wishers for recovery and restructuring to be implemented. This actually requires 
total transformational programs. Furthermore, areas emerging from war often experience periodic setbacks and 
sporadic instances of violence. Mount Elgon Sub County particularly Chepyuk suffered cycles of conflicts for 
example in 1992 and yet again from 2006-2008 where lands were deserted and the militia were left roaming.     
To Galtung (1969) peace is the absence of violence where peace is attained when every effort of policy is geared 
towards the attainment of technical assistance, new forms of education, irrigation, industrialization. Others argue 
that not all policy instruments were used to help in peacebuilding in Mount Elgon. Webel (2007) identifies weak 
or fragile peace similar to Galtung’s positive peace and weak or fragile peace which is similar to Galtung’s 
Negative peace. It is therefore important that after 2008, and on the silencing of the guns in Mount Elgon, there 
is need to interrogate the peace building initiatives to date and analyze its sustainability.  
According to Mungou, (2018), several peacebuilding initiatives have been attempted by non-state actors in 
Mount Elgon land conflict which involved state and non-state actors. The attempts encompassed a wide array of 
activities and processes aimed at guaranteeing harmony and prevention of future violent conflicts. Therefore, 
both tangible and intangible dimensions drivers of conflict need to be explored. Among the intangible aspects are 
the perception and feelings about corrupt dealings in the land matters.  
Gurkaynak, Dayton and Paffenholz (2009) argued that to address and have concrete peacebuilding initiatives and 
to avoid missteps, practitioners should always be explicit from the general beliefs they hold about the conflict 
they are dealing with. They need to identify and explore the underlying causes and assumptions about how these 
bases of conflict are causally linked. Further, belief about how the root causes can be transformed and belief 
about programs of intervention. 
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According to Unruh (2010) rectifying land rights in war-torn settings are among the most daunting challenges of 
peacebuilding. This seems to be the case in Mount Elgon since 2008 when the dreaded rag tag Sabaot Land 
Defence Forces were annihilated courtesy of the Kenya Defence Forces. Not much seemed to have taken place 
to augment the efforts of the military yet matters of corruption and land are beyond military solutions.   
Findings and Discussions 
The data revealed that there is still problem of land ownership in Bungoma County especially Chepyuk 
settlement Scheme. From the information gathered 87% of the respondents acknowledged that there is still a 
problem of the land while 12% were non-committal and 1% disagreed. On how they rate the causes of the 
Conflict, 82.1% attributed to government failure while 17.9% did not attribute it to government failure.  
As to how corruption influences land allocation and distribution, 76% acknowledged that they know of someone 
who paid money before being allocated land while 24% were not aware. 21% of those who own land admitted 
that they paid money, while 79% did not affirm that they paid any money. On the role of politicians in the 
distribution of land, 62.5% affirmed that politicians use land as bait for their selfish interests. 18% said 
politicians did their duties diligently without corruptions while 24% were not sure or did not bother.  
On the basis of land allocation, 52% of the respondents acknowledged that the issuance of land in Bungoma was 
influenced by the factor of clannism while 20% attributed it to money (corruption), 12% of the respondents 
attributed it to political influence while 18% said that it was fairly distributed. On the presence of land conflict, 
73.2% affirmed that there is still land conflict in Mount Elgon while, 22.3% said there is no problem while 4.5% 
were not sure.  
On the role of corruption in the distribution of the land, 53% said corruption informed how land was distributed, 
25% said corruption informed the size an individual was allocated while 22% were not sure of the role of 
corruption in land distribution. 
Regarding the magnitude of corruption in the land distribution, 11% said corruption was very high, 30% said it 
was high, 12% said it was low while 9% said it was very low. To this end high is 61%. As to the relationship 
between corruption in the land management and Conflict in Bungoma County, a whopping 82% acknowledged 
that there was a high correlation between corruption in the land management and conflict in the study area. It is 
apparent that corruption in the dispensation of land in Bungoma was the cause of the conflict. 
Concerning the progress of peace building and reconciliation strategies, 55% said there is good progress in 
peacebuilding and reconciliation strategies, 7% said there is low progress, 29 % said the progress is fair while 
9% said there is no progress in peacebuilding and reconciliation strategies. As to the recommendation for lasting 
peace in the region 4% said there is need to finalize the land settlement. 43% said inclusivity and fairness in the 
distribution of land, 16 % said issuance of title deed will create lasting peace. 4% said responsible politics is 
critical for lasting peace; 7% called for improved socio-economic empowerment, 21% called for sustained peace 
promotions while 3% were not sure. 2% called for critical consideration of views of Elders and Laibon by peace 
stakeholders.  
From the above data therefore, one is justified to conclude that corruption has been the major inhibitor to peace 
building as it curtails fairness, transparency and honesty in addressing the skewed/biased distribution of land. 
Peacebuilding initiatives are therefore interfered with, through political and biased machinations.  It is also 
observed that idiosyncratic beliefs of the Soy and Mosop communities to a large extend played a role in 
interference of the peace building initiatives. The use of the security forces particularly the military because they 
were not prone to political interference helped to a great extent in peacebuilding.  
Conclusion 
It has been evident that corruption and land conflict is directly proportional. The higher the corruption the more 
tension it became in the study area. The nexus of corruption and the land conflict was confirmed by the data 
gathered. The study also made conclusion that one of the biggest reasons why there was conflict in the region 
was because of corruption in the land distribution.  
It was also mentioned by one of the respondents that there have been many commissions formed to address the 
land question but none was implemented. They mentioned the Peter Kaguthi Commission and the Solomon 
Ouko Commission. The latest was the Parliamentary Committee on the excision of Mount Elgon Forest which 
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was discussed in Parliament and its verdict as at the time of writing this study was yet to be disseminated and 
acted upon. 
It is therefore important for the politicians, government officials to stop corrupt practices while distributing 
resources particularly land. It is further concluded that there is still animosity and suspicion between the Soy and 
Mosop ethnic communities. Further, there is contention on the perspectives of the two ethnic groups both on who 
should be the rightful owner of the land. Further the construction of the ethnicity – Soy and Mosop require 
further study as the two terms are contentious. 
From the study, corruption in the land allocation and distribution was evident. Corruption was orchestrated 
through skewed and biased allocation and distribution of land. Land remained central to the majority of the 
respondents as they depend on it for food production and wealth creation. Speedy and fair dispensation of the 
resource is therefore critical for peace to be realized. Also, the politicians must stop promising the people free 
land that may not be available.  
While population is growing, it is recommended that alternative sources of livelihood perhaps need to be 
advanced by government in Bungoma County particularly Mount Elgon and other parts of Kenya that have 
similar problem. Land as factor of production being finite calls for new way of living and be inculcated to the 
growing population.  
It has also been apparent that peacebuilding initiative was largely executed using both hard and soft power. The 
hard power entailed using the military particularly the Kenya Army in neutralizing the Sabaot Land defence 
Forces. Soon after the militia groups were neutralized the local peace group especially Faith-Based 
Organisations came in to build trust among the communities. It was however noted that the other arms of 
government particularly the National Government Administration did not do as much since the land problem was 
never resolved.  
Recommendations 
There is need for both corrupt government officers and local political individuals to be disqualified from 
handling the land dispensation in the area.   
Second, there is a requirement for the Office of the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission together with office 
of the Director of Public Prosecution to move with speed with a view to investigating the extent of corruption in 
the distribution of land. Those found culpapbe for commission and omission be prosecuted in courts of law.  
Further, there is need for an independent audit of the ownerships of the land to be instituted. This will help in 
identifying deserving beneficiaries of the lands with a view to offering recommendations on how to dispense off 
the land allocation.  
Finally, the National Land Commission takes charge of the process from the Ministry of Lands and Planning 
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